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SOME GEORGIA STATE FACTS

Georgia was named in honor of King George II of England.

The capital of Georgia is Atlanta.

Georgia has 159 counties.

Georgia is the ninth most populous state in the United States.

Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi River in land area.

The highest point in Georgia is Brasstown Bald (4,784 feet).

The lowest point in Georgia is sea level at the Atlantic Ocean.

The State Motto is “Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation.”

The State Song is “Georgia On My Mind,” composed by Hoagy Carmichael and Stuart Gorrell in
1930, and popularized by Ray Charles.

Georgia was the fourth state to ratify the Constitution.

Stone Mountain is the largest mass of exposed granite in the world. The memorial carving was
completed in 1972 by Roy Faulkner, a Korean War veteran who had no training in sculpture.

The first Memorial Day was celebrated in Columbus in April 1866.

Georgia has never officially adopted a state nickname. Unofficially, it has been called the Peach
State, the Cracker State, the Peanut State, and the Empire State of the South.

In 1976, Jimmy Carter of Plains, Georgia became the 39th President of the United States.

Woodrow Wilson, the 28th President of the United States, lived in Augusta between 1858 and
1870, Atlanta in 1882, and in Gainesville and Savannah between 1885 to 1887.

The Little White House in Warm Springs was the recuperative home of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

Saint Marys is the second oldest city in the United States.

Coca-Cola was invented in Atlanta by Dr. John Pemberton.

Chickamauga National Battlefield Park near LaFayette is the oldest and largest national park of the
War Between the States.

In 1828 Auraria, near the city of Dahlonega, was the site of the first Gold Rush in America.

Six Flags Over Georgia was actually named for six flags that flew over Georgia: England, Spain,
Liberty, Georgia, Confederate States of America, and the United States.

Native American mounds in the state of Georgia include the Etowah Indian Mounds, Rock Eagle
Effigy Mound, Ocmulgee National Monument, Rood Creek Mounds, Kolomoki Mounds State Park,
and the Sautee-Nacoochee Mound.



HISTORY OF GEORGIA

On February 12, 1733, General James Edward
Oglethorpe landed with 114 settlers in the ship Anne at
Yamacraw Bluff after first landing near Charleston, South
Carolina and then stopping briefly at Port Royal, also in
South Carolina. The landing site is marked with a granite
tablet and is located in a small park in a hotel parking lot
overlooking the Savannah River.

The only Native American tribe living within 50 miles of the
new colony was the Yamacraw. Other indigenous tribes in
Georgia were the Muskogee, Cherokee, Creek, Seminole,
Weeden and Kolomoki, who had roamed Georgia for
centuries.

Creek Chief Tomochichi, leader of his own Yamacraw
tribe, gave the English permission to settle in the area.
With the help of Mary Musgrove as translator, whose
father was English and mother was Creek, Chief

Tomochichi and General Oglethorpe traded goods with each other. Chief Tomochichi and the
English settlers also established a school for Indian children. Both Chief Tomochichi and Mary
Musgrove were instrumental in the settlement of the new
colony. A bronze marker near the Savannah landing marker
honors Tomochichi’s legacy.s

Georgia was the last of the original thirteen colonies to be
established as a colony in 1733.

In 1735, the first agricultural experiment farm and station
was established in Savannah. Also in 1735, the first silk
from the colonies was sent to England from Savannah and
made into a dress for Queen Caroline.

General Oglethorpe returned to London in 1743 and
continued to serve on the Board of Trustees for Georgia
until 1750. He died on June 30, 1785, six months before his
eighty-ninth birthday, and is buried in the parish church of
All Saints at Cranham Hall in London.

In 1909, Georgia’s General Assembly passed a law
providing February 12th be observed as Georgia Day.

General James Oglethorpe

Chief Tomochichi



The Great Seal of the State of Georgia is used on official documents by
order of the Governor. The Georgia Constitution designates the Secretary of
State as the custodian of the Great Seal.

One side of the seal depicts an arch supported by three pillars. The word
“Constitution” is engraved on the top of the arch, and the pillars symbolize
the three departments of government: legislative, executive, judicial. The
word “Wisdom” is engraved on the first pillar, “Justice” on the second, and
“Moderation” on the third. A soldier standing with a drawn sword represents
the aid of military in the defense of Georgia’s constitution.



The first official flag of the state was introduced into legislation by Heman (not Herman)
H. Perry and approved by Governor Alfred H. Colquitt in October 1879. The fourth and
current official flag of the state, determined by the General Assembly as required by the
Georgia Constitution, was signed into law May 8, 2003, by Governor Sonny Perdue.

The flag consists of a square canton on three horizontal bars of equal width. The top
and bottom bands are scarlet (red) and the middle band is white. The bottom scarlet
band extends the entire length of the flag. Centered in the square blue canton is a gold
representation of the Georgia coat of arms. Directly under it are the words “IN GOD WE
TRUST.” Thirteen white stars, representing Georgia’s position as one of the thirteen
original colonies, circle the coat of arms and the wording.

Every patriotic citizen should pledge allegiance not only to the flag of the United States
of America, but also the flag of his or her state. The pledge of allegiance to the Georgia
flag is: “I pledge allegiance to the Georgia flag and to the principles for which it stands:
Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation.”



GEORGIA GEOGRAPHY
Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi River. It has a variety of landscapes and
soil types. No other state offers the contrasts that can be found, from the Appalachian
Mountains in the north to the marshes of the Atlantic in the southeast and the mysteries of the
Okefenokee Swamp. The Savannah River forms a portion of the eastern border of the state
beginning in Augusta, and the Chattahoochee River flows between Alabama and Georgia
from West Point to Florida, creating a western border. The Atlantic Ocean shapes our coastal
boundary. Bordering states are Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and
Alabama.

Within the 58,906 square miles of Georgia, about half the streams flow into the Atlantic
Ocean. The majority of the remaining streams flow through Alabama and Florida into the Gulf
of Mexico.

GEORGIA STATE CAPITAL: ATLANTA

The current State Capitol building was completed in 1889 at a cost of nearly $1,000,000. At
the time that it was built, it was the tallest building in Atlanta, affording views of Kennesaw
Mountain and Stone Mountain. Atop the dome is a 22-foot tall majestic statue of a woman
known as “Miss Freedom.” She holds a torch high in honor of Georgians who died in all wars. 

The dome is truly golden, for in 1957, as part of renovations to the dome, forty-three ounces
of gold from Dahlonega and Lumpkin County were donated and applied to the dome. Two
other gildings have followed. 

The State Capitol houses the offices of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Secretary of
State. Also within the Capitol are the high chambers for the State Senate and the State House
of Representatives, and House and Senate offices.

Georgia has had five capital cities: Savannah (1776-1785), Augusta (1785-1796), Louisville
(1796-1806), Milledgeville (1807-1868), and Atlanta (1868-present.)



Georgia State Symbols
State Amphibian: Green Tree Frog

The green tree frog is a 2-inch lime-green frog with a white stripe down each side. It eats bugs and
lives mostly in trees, but also has the ability to climb and cling to smooth surfaces like windows
and sliding glass doors. Georgia is the state with the second largest number of amphibians with
over 85 different kinds. It was designated the official state amphibian on May 9, 2005

State Bird: Brown Thrasher
By official proclamation of the Governor on April 6, 1935, the brown thrasher became the Georgia
state bird. The bird is almost a foot long. It has a rich brown color, a white stripe on its wings, and
brown feathers that appear like stripes on its white chest.

State Butterfly: Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
The tiger swallowtail, proclaimed the state butterfly in 1988, is one of Georgia’s most beautiful
species of lepidoptera. The magnificent butterfly has large yellow wings edged and striped with
black. The female’s wings are blue and black.

State Crop: Peanut
The peanut became the official state crop in 1995. Georgia produces almost fifty percent of the
total United States peanut crop and more than fifty percent of peanuts used in the production of
peanut butter. Georgia also leads the nation in the export of peanuts. The peanut flowers above
the ground, but the nut grows below the ground.

State Fish: Largemouth Bass
Some of the best and most picturesque fishing waters are found in Georgia, and for many years
the state has been known as a “fisherman’s paradise.” At one time, the world’s largest bass was
taken from the waters of a Georgia stream. In 1970, Georgia officially designated the largemouth
bass as the state fish.

State Flower: Cherokee Rose
The Cherokee Rose is symbolic of the tears shed by the Cherokees on the Trail of Tears. It was
adopted as Georgia’s state flower by the Georgia Federation of Women’s Clubs and confirmed by
the General Assembly in 1916.

State Fossil: Shark Tooth
The shark tooth, probably one of the most sought after fossils by amateur paleontologists, is a
relatively common fossil in the Georgia Coastal Plain. The same time that the state mineral was
named, the shark tooth was named the official fossil.

State Fruit: Peach
Georgia designated the peach as the official state fruit in 1995. Georgia is known as "The Peach
State" because of its reputation for producing the highest quality fruit. Georgia-grown peaches
are recognized for their superior flavor, texture, appearance and nutritious qualities.



State Game Bird: Bobwhite Quail
Georgia designated the bobwhite quail as the official state game bird in 1970. Also known as a
partridge, the bobwhite quail is a small, chunky brown bird with a short tail. Quail hunting in
Georgia has long been popular with sportsmen around the world.

State Gem: Quartz
In 1976, quartz was chosen as the official state gem. It is common in Georgia and found in a wide
variety of colors. The resolution making quartz the state gem cited two particular forms: the
amethyst, which is mostly used in jewelry, and the clear quartz, which, when faceted, resembles
the diamond.

State Insect: Honeybee
Recognizing the honeybee’s important contribution to Georgia’s agriculture through the
crosspollination of over fifty different crops, the honeybee was designated as the official state insect
on April 18, 1975. 

State Marine Mammal: North Atlantic Right Whale
Georgia designated the right whale as official state marine mammal in 1985. It is the only great
whale native to Georgia waters. Right whales weigh about 50 tons and are about 50 feet long.

State Mineral: Staurolite
Among Georgia’s wealth of minerals are the well-known staurolite crystals, popularly called “fairy
crosses” or “fairy stones.” Staurolite, particularly abundant in north Georgia, was designated the
official state mineral by the House of Representatives on March 18, 1976.

State Reptile: Gopher Tortoise
The Gopher Tortoise has clawed feet, which it uses to dig underground burrows up to 40 feet wide
and 10 feet deep. Georgia designated the endangered gopher tortoise as the state reptile in 1989.

State Seashell: Knobbed Whelk
Named the state seashell in 1987, the knobbed whelk is a whorled shell, eight inches long,
displaying heavy spines, many knobs, and an orange or red mouth. This marine snail shell is found
all along Georgia's shoreline, out to 30 feet of water.

State Tree: Southern Live Oak
The live oak was adopted in 1937 as the official state tree. The live oak flourishes along the coastal
plains and on the islands where the first settlers made their homes. The live oak bears acorns
which serve as seeds for new trees and also food for squirrels.

State Vegetable: Vidalia Onion
Georgia designated the sweet Vidalia onion as the official state vegetable in 1990. Internationally
acclaimed as the “world’s sweetest onion,” Vidalia onions can be grown  properly in only a small
pocket of southeastern Georgia.

State Wildflower: Azalea
The azalea was designated as the state wildflower in 1979. Blooming from March through August,
these dazzling wildflowers range in color from white to yellow, orange, scarlet, crimson, and
intermediate shades and blotches. There are many different varieties and no specific one was
chosen to represent Georgia.
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Georgia Day Quiz

1. When did the first colonists arrive in what later became the state of Georgia? ______________________

2. When is Georgia Day? _______________________________

3. How many stars surround the state seal on the state flag? It is the same as the number of original 
colonies. ____________

4. Who is the Governor of Georgia? _________________________________________________________

5. Who founded Georgia? _________________________________________________________________

6. What makes the Capitol’s dome such a treasure? ____________________________________________

7. What is Georgia’s motto? It is also a part of the Great Seal and flag. 
____________________________, _________________________, _________________________

8. How many counties does Georgia have? __________________

9. Who stands high above the Capitol’s dome and why? ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

10. Where is the highest place in Georgia?____________________________________________________

11. Where is the lowest place in Georgia? _____________________________________________________

12. Where did Georgia’s first colonists settle? __________________________________________________

13. What is the capital of Georgia? ___________________________________________________________

14. What is Georgia’s official song? ___________________________________________________________

15. What Georgian became a US President? ___________________________________________________

16. What beverage was invented by Dr. John Pemberton?________________________________________

17. How did Six Flags Over Georgia get its name? _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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